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iron, but the constitution itself must be planned
by careful forethought.   The mechanism of
a state has to be scientifically wrought and
delicately balanced; its parts must dovetail into
each other, and it must reflect the fundamental
factors of the national life.   The attainment of
such an equipoise cannot be left to haphazard
formulas evolved on the spur of the moment.
The exercise of forethought is specially neces-
sary in the case of India, where there are many
problems of magnitude to solve and the issues
involved are of vital importance.   Besides, it is
generally agreed that the change in the constitu-
tion should come by peaceful transformation
and not by violent change.   The necessity for
the detailed analysis of the different aspects of
the problem is therefore all the greater.
In the following pages an attempt has been
made to study one important aspect of Indian
constitutional problems, namely the interplay
of the centripetal and centrifugal forces of
Indian politics and the methods of their recon-
ciliation.
The history of India is in one sense the
history of the interplay of these forces. Impor-
tant empires came into existence with powerful
centralised governments which held together